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Excellent management abilities and “answered prayers” are
helping Irwin County peanut farmer Grant Carter fulfill a
life-long dream of full-time farming.  Inducted into the Georgia
Peanut Achievement Club in April 2003, Carter was
recognized for his farming efforts, which yielded him an
average of 4,266 pounds of peanuts per acre on 39 acres in
the year 2002.  He was awarded for having the highest peanut
yields in his district for that acreage category.

FSA contributed to his dreams by providing Carter with
operating loans from 2000 through 2003 for annual operating
purposes and equipment purchases.  This year, Carter
graduated to guaranteed credit
and was able to obtain his
annual operating loan from
AgGeorgia’s Farm Credit.  He
was also able to obtain an
equipment loan from FSA to
purchase a tractor.  His
exceptionally high yields on
corn, cotton and peanuts enabled
him to repay all of his FSA
loans.

Raised on Grandfather T.J.
Carter’s 350-acre family farm
in Irwin County, Carter has
always seen farming as an

FSA and Answered Prayers Help Georgia Farmer Achieve Success

Roy Joiner - NRCS and  Stinson Troutman - CES, examine cotton
crop with producer Grant Carter.

occupation and a way of life that he wanted to pursue. In 1983
he took his first step toward making his dream a reality.  He
bought a 13-acre farm seven miles east of Ocilla and began
farming part-time.  His beginning operation consisted of raising
hogs and growing watermelons, collards and turnip greens.

With the help of a local County Cooperative Extension agent,
Carter began looking into alternative production and, in 2000,
Carter took a large step toward full-time farming by renting
350 acres of land.  He worked with the local Extension office
to put together a farm plan and took it to FSA, where he
obtained an annual operating loan to buy equipment, seed,

fertilizer, herbicides, lime, insecticides, fungicides, diesel fuel
and oil, lease the additional acreage, make equipment repairs
and pay labor costs.

Carter’s farm plan included soil testing, using seed varieties
recommended by the local extension service, pest and weed
control measures, scouting programs and accurate
recordkeeping.  Carter worked closely with FSA Farm Loan
Officer Dan Childs Jr. and Farm Loan Manager Mitchell G.
Willcox, Jr., who analyzed his farm plan, inspected his crops
and recommended production procedures.  Terrie Wolford, FSA
County Executive Director, assisted him in administering FSA
farm commodity and conservation programs.

When Carter harvested and
sold his 2000 cotton, corn
and peanut crops, he made
enough money to repay his
operating loan in full, pay
his annual equipment notes
and still turn a profit. In
2001 and 2002, he
negotiated new annual
operation loans, paid his
annual equipment notes,
repaid his operating loans in
full and turned a profit both
years.  In 2003, he
negotiated his fourth

operating loan, planted the same crops and is now closer to
farming full-time.

 When Carter began his operation, he dedicated only about a
quarter of his time to farming and worked a full-time, night-
shift job as a maintenance technician for a yarn manufacturer.
Farming now occupies most of his time.  He credits his success
to “answered prayers” in the form of agricultural specialists
and good neighbors who shared their knowledge and advice to
help him achieve his dream.
Compiled by Mitchell G. Willcox Jr., Farm Loan Manager, Georgia FSA; and Cynthia
M. Portalatin, Southeast Region Public Affairs Specialist, with excerpts from Land
Grant Focus Magazine, a Fort Valley State University publication
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In another program area, the deadline for signing up for Direct
and Counter Cyclical Payments was June 1, 2004. However you
can still sign up your farm, by paying a $100.00 late fee. Reports
from around the state show that more than 98% of all farms that
were in the program last year have signed up on a timely basis
for this year. If for some reason, you missed the deadline or if
you are not sure about your farm, please contact your local FSA
service center. Sign-up with a late fee ends September 30, 2004,
and no contracts will be accepted after that time.

We are pleased to announce the appointment of two new district
directors in Georgia. With the March retirement of John Dumas
in District 2 covering the middle and western part of the state,
Barry Alexander was appointed to fill that position. Mr.
Alexander is a long time employee of the organization with over
20 years of experience in FSA programs and most of that as a
County Executive Director. In District 4, covering the southern
and eastern part of the state, Mr. Brian Stuckey was named to
replace J.W. Black who retired in January. Mr. Stuckey has also
spent the bulk of his career with FSA starting off as a Program
Technician in Dodge County.

Thank you for taking time to review information in this
newsletter. It can absolutely help you avoid costly mistakes when
determining eligibility for programs available to farmers through
the USDA – FSA.

Sincerely,

   State Executive Director

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, politicial beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

The Georgia Farm Service Agency  State Newsletter is published
by the Georgia FSA State Office. Contact your local USDA
Service Center - Farm Service Agency listed in the phone book,
weekdays 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. to obtain a free subscription,
make address corrections, or be removed from the mailing list.

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is the main source
for information contained in this educational newsletter.
Eligibility and participation for all FSA programs is
determined in accordance with FSA rules and regulations.
Contact your local FSA Service Center to determine
program eligibility. The editor is not responsible for
unintentional errors or copy ommission that may occur,
other than to correct it in the following issue.

Director’s Message
Much needed rain brings much needed relief. Widespread
rains across the state gave a much needed boost to summer
crops. They came at a critical time for peanuts, cotton and
pastures. Some of the early season crops and winter crops
however show significant decline in quality and quantity
according to both Georgia Agricultural Statistical Service and
Flash reports coming in from across the state.  Remember if
you have a Non-insurable Crop Assistance Policy (NAP) with
the Farm Service Agency, be sure to report any evident crop
damage within 15 calendar days of the time damage becomes
apparent. By not following this one requirement of the
program, many farmers find they are not in compliance with
NAP regulations, and therefore not eligible for NAP payments.
If  or when the drought or other adverse weather conditions re-
occur, stay in close contact with your local FSA service center,
reporting and updating your crop conditions as needed, to
remain eligible for any potential assistance for which you may
qualify.

The NAP program is an important part of the services
available to farmers in the state, offered through the USDA,
but it is often one of the most misunderstood. One thing NAP
does not cover is low prices. If you have a good crop and prices
go down then NAP does not cover that type of loss. However, if
you have damage due to weather related reasons, like drought,
then you may be eligible for coverage, if all other conditions
are met. In a tough crop year, NAP can sometimes mean the
difference between staying in farming or not.

At the time of this writing, commodity prices for the wider
grown cash crops, like peanuts, corn, and soybeans, remain
above loan rates. Only recently did world cotton prices fall
below the loan rate. This means that most farmers do not have
to use marketing loans available through the USDA. If
commodity prices remain steady then FSA offices are expected
to be able to handle requests for marketing loans with a quick
turnaround time.
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Tobacco:
1-Jul Burley: Application for sale of quota.
1-Aug Burley:Designation to auction warehouse,

receiving station, or dealer.

Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP):

1-Jun Final date to sign DCP contract (no fee).
1-Aug Final date to request reconsitution of DCP

farm.
30-Sep Final date to sign DCP contract ($100 late

fee).

NAP Insurance Sales Closing Dates:
1-Jun All annually planted crops planted in the fall

and harvested in the same year.
1-Jul Cabbage (south) per FCIC.
15-Aug - Fall planted crops to be harvested

within next year.
- All grass crops with intended use
of forage (FG).

- All value loss crops.
- All cool  season grass with an intended
use of grazing (GZ).

31-Aug Onions per FCIC.
30-Sep Barley, canola, oats, wheat per FCIC.
20-Nov Apples, blueberries, peaches, pecans per

FCIC.
1-Dec Honey.

Emergency Loans (see page 5):
9-Oct Emergency loans deadline for

designation S1852
13-Oct Emergency loan deadline for

designation M1509

Conservation & Compliance:
15-Jul Crop Acreage Reporting deadline
30-Jul Grassland Reserve Program  application

deadline
30-Sep Final availability date for Trade Assistance

Production for Shrimp and Catfish

calendarImportant Dates
for

FSA Programs

Nominate and vote for farmers
of your choice

One of the unique features about FSA is its County
Committee system.  County Committees give local
producers a much-needed say in how FSA programs
are administered in their communities.

Farmers eligible for FSA programs nominate and elect
three to five representatives from their peers in the
community to serve on local FSA County Committees.
Besides elected members, there are provisions for
appointing an additional minority advisor who reflects
the concerns and views of socially disadvantaged
producers.Farm owners, operators, tenants, and
sharecroppers of legal voting age can vote if they are
eligible to participate in any FSA program.

Nominations

A nomination form signed by the nominee is needed to
nominate a candidate.  The form includes a statement
that the candidate agrees to serve if elected.  The
nomination form (FSA-669A) is available at local FSA
offices and online at:  forms.sc.egov.usda.gov

County Committee Election Deadlines

15-Jul Nominations Open
3-Sep Last day to file nomination forms
8-Nov Ballots mailed to eligible voters
6-Dec Last day to return voted ballots
1-Jan Elected committee members and

alternates take office

Table of Contents
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Risk Management Agency (RMA) Spot Check Reviews for
2004

In June 2000, Congress passed the Agricultural Risk Protection Act.  It requires
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) with the assistance of the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) to improve program compliance and integrity of the Federal Crop
Insurance Program.  RMA has also been given the authority to request assistance
from FSA in conducting reviews of insured crops during the growing season.

Annually, RMA provides FSA with a list of producers, by State, by county,
identified through RMA data mining resources who must be spot checked. Upon
receipt of the spot check list, county offices shall notify all producers that a review
will be conducted of the specific crop shown on the list.

FSA must perform a minimum of two documented field inspections; one will be
conducted within 30 calendar days of the final planting date established for the
specific crop and another inspection will occur before harvest of the crop becomes
general in the area.  This inspection will be documented.  This documented
information will be reported to the RMA Regional Compliance Office and made
available at the FSA county office for the local insurance company’s use if loss
adjustment activities occur. The presence of a producer/policy in this report is not
evidence in itself of program fraud, waste or abuse.

These spot checks conducted by FSA have had a positive impact in reducing crop
insurance indemnities, but there is still room for improvement.  In crop year 2003,
19 Georgia producers had losses greater than four times the county average.  For
crop year 2004, 152 producers have been selected by RMA for field inspections.

Grassland Reserve Program

The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is a voluntary program that helps
landowners and operators protect grassland  and pastureland, while maintaining
the areas as grazing lands. The program emphasizes support for grazing
operations, plant and animal biodiversity, and grasslands under the greatest threat
of conversion. The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) jointly administer the program. All
Georgia Counties will offer GRP for 2004. Applications may be filed for rental
agreement with the local County FSA or NRCS office at any time. To be
considered for 2004 GRP funding, applications must be submitted by July 30.
Participants selected will voluntarily limit future use of the land while retaining
the right to conduct common grazing practices, conduct fire rehabilitation; and
construct firebreaks and fences. Harvesting for seed production or hay is
prohibited during Georgia’s nesting season (April 1st through August 31st each
year). USDA will provide participants that choose rental agreements for 10, 15,
20, or 30-years an annual rental payment. County rental rates are specific to
each Georgia county.  Interested participants should contact their local County
FSA Office or NRCS Office before July 30, 2004,  to file an application or
obtain a specific rental rate since these rates vary from county to county.

Graze-Out Program

The Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (2002 Farm Bill) provides for
graze-out payments through crop year
2007.  Graze-out payments may be made
to eligible producers who elect to use their
acreage planted to wheat, oats, barley or
triticale for grazing by livestock and agree
to forgo any other harvesting of the
commodity on such acreage during the
applicable crop year. Graze-out payments
are subject to the same eligibility
requirement as commodity loans and
LDP’s.

Eligible producers may apply any date after
the normal mechanical harvest date through
May 31 of the calendar year following the
year the specific crop is normally
harvested.

Applications for graze-out must be filed
on form CCC-633, Grazing, at the county
FSA office.  The payment rate is
determined based on the date the
application is submitted and only if the
CCC determined value for that date is
below the CCC loan rate for the county
where the acreage is grazed.

For more information, contact your local
FSA office.

Crop Acreage Reporting

Georgia producers are reminded that
participation in DCP, NAP, CRP,
Commodity loans/LDP’s require a complete
accurate crop acreage report.  The final
reporting date (except for NAP crops) was/
is July 15.  Late-filed acreage reports may
be accepted provided the producer pays the
cost of a farm visit by FSA personnel and
the crop and land use can be verified.

Conservation & Compliance Programs
Clark Weaver, Section Chief
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FY 2004 Funding Update

Borrowers and applicants are encouraged to file their loan
applications as soon as possible.  Funding for loans under FSA’s
Farm Loan Programs is made available by Congress each year,
beginning in October.  As the lending season progresses, loan
funds may become depleted for certain loan types.

As of June 15, 2004

Emergency Loans

Presently, emergency loans are available in certain Georgia
counties applicable to two different emergency designations.
Designation S1852 is applicable to Burke, Columbia,
Richmond and Screven counties.  This designation is a result
of excessive rain during the period March 20, 2003,  through
November 7, 2003.  The deadline to file an application is
October 9, 2004.

Designation M1509 is applicable to Burke, Columbia, Elbert,
Lincoln and Richmond counties.  This designation is a result
of a severe ice storm during the period January 26 through 30,
2004.  The deadline to make an application is October 13,
2004.

Emergency loans carry an interest rate of 3.75% and cover
actual losses, both production and physical, resulting from the
approved disaster condition which prompted the emergency
designation.

Loan Type Jun-04 Jul-04
Direct Farm Operating (OL) 3.50% 4.25%
Direct Farm Ownership (FO) 5.50% 6.00%
Shared Appreciation Amortization 4.50% 5.00%

Loan type Allocations Obligations
Direct Farm Ownership (FO) $1,074,200 $1,074,200
Direct Farm Operating (OL) $16,384,365 $16,075,055
Guaranteed Farm Ownership $27,909,045 $26,863,345
Guaranteed Farm Operating $38,905,000 $32,242,946

L o a n  T yp e F ix e d  Ra te
E m ergenc y  Loans 3.75%
Lim ited Res ourc e D irec t  O L 5.00%
Lim ited Res ourc e D irec t  F O 5.00%
Direc t  F O , down pay m ent,  
beginning farm er 4.00%
Direc t  F O , jo int  financ ing 5.00%

Monthly Interest Rates

Loans for Socially Disadvantaged Persons

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make and guarantee loans
to socially disadvantaged applicants to buy and operate family-
size farms and ranches.  Funds specifically for these loans are
reserved each year.  Non-reserved funds can also be utilized.

A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a group
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender
prejudice because of their identity as members of the group
without regard to their individual qualities.  For purposes of
this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, and
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

This program:

Targets direct and guaranteed loan assistance to
socially disadvantaged persons.

Discovers and removes barriers that prevent full
participation of those persons in FSA’s farm loan
programs.
Provides information and assistance to applicants to
help them develop sound farm management practices,
analyzes problems, and plans the best use of available
resources essential for success in farming and
ranching.

Farm Loan Programs
David Laster, Section Chief
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Policy Change in CRP Base Acres

There has been a change in the policy stated in the spring 2004
“Georgia FSA State Newsletter.”  Base acres associated with
an expired or voluntarily terminated Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) Contract may be added to the farm’s DCP
Contract by June 1, or September 30 with payment of a late
fee.  Further, these “CRP Pending Acres” may be added anytime
up to September 30, 2007, but DCP payments will be issued
only for the FY of the addition and future FY’s.

Tobacco Buyout

H.R. 4520 which includes a provision for a tobacco buyout
passed the House Ways and Means Committee on June 14 and
was voted on by the full House on June 17, passing 251 to 178.
It will now have to go to a House-Senate conference committee.
Full text of the bill can be accessed at http://thomas.loc.gov/

Production Adjustment Programs

DCP Contracts still accepted with late fee

The deadline for requesting 2004 payments under the Direct
and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) was June 1, 2004.
However, DCP contracts signed between June 2 and close-of-
business on September 30, 2004 may be submitted with
payment of a $100 late fee per farm.  Unlike the previous farm
bill, DCP requires annual contracts to be signed each year.
There is no provision for accepting a signature after
September 30, 2004.

2003 Payment Limitation/Eligibility under
review

In order to ensure integrity and accountability in farm programs
and payments, all farming operations requesting FSA benefits
are subject to review.  During the next 6 months, a number of
operations will be reviewed by teams of FSA employees
throughout the state.  Accordingly, selected operations will be
notified to submit records to support 2003 certifications
regarding capital, equipment, land, labor, management and
distribution of crop proceeds.

Designation by Landowner Division of Bases and Allotments
Regarding a farm and tract reconstitution division, the designation by landowner method is the
division of crop bases and tobacco allotments in the manner agreed to by the parent farm or tract
owner and purchaser or transferee.

The method may be used when any of the following apply:

 Part of a farm is sold or ownership transferred
 An entire farm is sold  or ownership transferred to 2 or more persons
 Part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred
 An entire tract is sold or ownership transferred to 2 or more persons.

The seller and purchaser must  agree in writing by signing a completed form FSA-155 or a clearly
stated memorandum of understanding (MOU).  A legal deed transferring property ownership
and signed only by the seller will not suffice. Therefore, sellers are encouraged to obtain a
signed MOU prior to signing the deed.  Before completing a sale, please protect yourself and
check with the local FSA office for other specific guidelines applicable to this method of division.

Ronald Carey, Section Chief
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OneGeorgia Authority Award means new
housing for FSA’s Candler County Office

Governor Sonny Perdue, at a quarterly meeting with
OneGeorgia Authority in Swainsboro on May 21, announced
over $12.5 million in grant and loan awards from the
OneGeorgia Authority to spur economic development in rural
Georgia communities.  One of the project awards announced
was a $500,000 loan to the Candler County Board of
Commissioners to build an Agricultural Resource
Development Center.  This center will house the Farm Service
Agency (FSA), Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS), and Extension Service (CES), as well as Job Training
Unlimited, Inc.

The Candler County FSA Office, currently located at 314
Broad Street in Metter, has been operating under severely
adverse conditions.  This new facility means that FSA, NRCS,
and CES will be able to offer customers better and more
efficient service.  Two important improvements will be ready
access to all areas by physically handicapped persons and
safer conditions for visitors entering and exiting the parking
areas.

The OneGeorgia Authority was created utilizing one-third of
the State’s tobacco settlement to assist the State’s most
economically challenged areas.  The authority is expected to
receive about $1.6 billion over the 25-year term of the
settlement.  The project awards are given through competitive
rounds annually and are capped at $500,000.

2004 Biennial
Celebrating Rural Georgia Conference

The 2004 Celebrating Rural Georgia Conference is scheduled
August 16-18 in Dalton, Georgia.  Through well-known
speakers and 47 different workshops, participants will learn
first hand how rural communities are working to enhance the
rural way of life. Ten innovative agriculture workshops will
offer agritourism, how to develop/finance niche markets, how
to add value to rural Georgia’s number one asset – food/fibre
production, and much more.  Other sessions address housing
alternatives; economic, downtown and community
development, rural health, education and human services.

For additional information, including registration, visit website
www.celebratingruralgeorgia.org
or call Candice Gunn at 706-583-2736.

Cost Share for Irrigation Reservoirs

Funding for irrigation reservoirs will again be available in
2004 through the Flint River Soil and Water Conservation
District. The sign-up will begin July 1 and will end July 30,
2004. As a part of the Flint River Agricultural Water
Conservation Program, this cost share program will be
available for construction and renovation of agricultural water
catchments. The program is being implemented by the Flint
River Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and
is designed to help farmers manage water resources more
efficiently. The counties included in this project area are: all
of Crawford, Taylor, Macon, Dooly, Crisp, Sumter, Schley,
Worth, Lee, Terrell, Webster, Calhoun, Dougherty, Mitchell,
Baker, Miller, Decatur, Grady, Thomas and portions of
Marion, Chattahoochee, Randolph, Stewart, Clay, Early,
Seminole, and Colquitt. The landowner is responsible for 25%
of the cost of construction or renovation of the reservoir, while
Flint River SWCD will provide 75% of the cost, not to exceed
$50,000.

For more information please phone the Flint River Basin
Program Director, Graham Ginn at 229-849-3900 ext. 3 or
your local USDA-NRCS Office.

Joining the Governor for this occasion were Senator Jack Hill, Representative Butch
Parrish and Nancy Cobb, OneGeorgia Authority Executive Director.  Others attending
included FSA State Executive Director Steve Newton, District Director Brian Stuckey,
Candler CED Gay Harris, Emanuel CED Martha Kent, and Candler County FSA
Committee members Robert West and Bowen Patterson.

Regional News



Georgia Farm Service Agency
355 E. Hancock Avenue, Stop 100
Athens, Georgia  30601-2775

Do you intend to clear timber areas to create or to expand
existing crop areas?
Are you converting a pasture field into a crop field?
Are there any areas on you farm(s) that you are considering cropping
that have not been cropped in recent years?
Is there a wet area in a field that you want drained to
 make cropping easier?

These are Highly Erodible and Wetlands provision questions that need to be
considered each year by producers to assure that they may remain eligible for
USDA benefits.  If you have any questions or concerns that something you plan
to do on your farm could jeopardize your eligibility for benefits, please contact
your NRCS representative before you begin work.

Attention Producers a
nd Landowners:


